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CURTIN UNIVERSITY VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION CENTRE 
Grievance 

MR BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.13 am]:  In the short time available to me I wish to raise with the Minister for 
Training a grievance that involves the recently conducted review of the Western Australian training sector, more 
specifically recommendation 17, which reads -  

The Minister seek the cooperation of Curtin University for dialogue on the transfer of the VTEC 
campuses at Kalgoorlie and Esperance into the TAFE network. 

A recent public meeting, chaired by the member for Riverton, was attended by a number of staff, students and 
community-minded people who communicated their disapproval of recommendation 17 in no uncertain fashion.  
I urge the minister to reject recommendation 17.  I would also like to explore the wider issue of technical and 
further education facilities and benefits not available to Curtin Vocational Training and Education Centre in its 
current form.   

In 1996 Kalgoorlie College was annexed by Curtin University.  The then Minister for Education and Curtin 
University agreed that the State would be responsible for providing sufficient resources to the TAFE vocational 
education and training sector of the university college to provide for the needs of technical and further education 
in the south east region of Western Australia.  The agreement also indicated that capital and recurrent funding 
from the State would be sufficient to meet the Government’s desire to offer appropriate education and training 
facilities in the TAFE VET sector in that region.  The Kalgoorlie campus of Curtin University incorporates the 
Western Australian School of Mines, years 11 and 12 from Eastern Goldfields Senior High School, the higher 
education sector and, of course, VTEC.  This operation is running particularly well by any account.  If VTEC 
were brought back under the auspices of TAFE it would create a major concern.  The people of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder and Esperance would have a major problem with that recommendation.  

The review makes two incorrect assumptions that I draw to the minister’s attention.  It says that VTEC is a 
private training organisation.  That is not the case.  Curtin VTEC in Kalgoorlie and Esperance is funded by the 
Department of Training.  That is a fact and has been the case since at least 1996.  Another incorrect assumption 
made in the review to justify bringing VTEC under TAFE is that the Government has no say in setting the 
strategic, social and economic goals for that facility.  Once again, that is not correct.  In fact, before allocating 
funding for Curtin VTEC in Kalgoorlie every year the Department of Training requires Curtin VTEC to fill in a 
delivery and performance agreement.  That agreement sets key performance indicators.  My information to date 
is that since 1996 Curtin VTEC in Kalgoorlie and Esperance has met every one of the key performance 
indicators.  

To all intents and purposes Curtin VTEC in Kalgoorlie and Esperance is a TAFE and should be treated by the 
department as a TAFE.  To move Curtin VTEC back under the auspices of TAFE would create a quagmire of 
technicalities.  It would also disrupt students and staff and the community.  A practical example is the library, 
which is currently set up for all three streams; namely, higher education, Eastern Goldfields Senior High School 
and upper school, and VTEC.  If we were to bring Curtin VTEC back under the auspices of TAFE there would 
be a real problem with the library and facilities.  Other problems would arise with the computer system that runs 
through Curtin University and the timetable and facilities booking systems.  Massive negotiations with Curtin 
University would be necessary to work out what we would do with the physical assets on the site that are 
controlled by the university.  

In my view, and certainly in the view of staff, the Government should extend all TAFE-related services and 
facilities to the Kalgoorlie and Esperance-based Curtin University as per the original agreement of 1996, which I 
am pleased to say the current Minister for Training, the then opposition spokesperson, also supported. 

It is vital that Curtin VTEC be able to use the TAFE brand, which is a well-known brand in Western Australia 
today.  It also needs access to capital maintenance funds, as do other TAFE colleges around Western Australia, 
and access to the human resources facility.  I call on the Government to treat the Curtin University VTEC as a 
TAFE college, which was the original intention reflected in the Curtin University of Technology Act and heads 
of agreement.  I call upon the Government to undertake a memo of understanding with the Curtin VTEC in 
which the Government clearly outlines its position.  I also ask that it accept and acknowledge that the Curtin 
VTEC in Kalgoorlie and Esperance is the TAFE provider in those regions and was always meant to be the TAFE 
provider there.  At the moment the Curtin VTEC in Kalgoorlie - indeed, the Curtin University of Technology 
campus in general - is a cutting edge education facility that involves the Western Australian School of Mines, 
high school students, higher education and the VTEC.  I urge the minister to use this as a role model and not pull 
apart an institution that has stood the test of time and met every performance indicator which the Department of 
Training has set.  In fact, student and employer surveys frequently reveal excellent results.  
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MR KOBELKE (Nollamara - Minister for Training) [9.21 am]:  In August 2001 I announced a review of the 
training sector which was established to make recommendations on the optimum structure of the TAFE college 
network, the role and responsibility of the Department of Training in providing services to the colleges and 
system-wide issues that impact upon the public training delivery structure.  Clearly, the delivery of TAFE 
programs in Kalgoorlie through VTEC is a part of that structure.  It is not the normal process of independent 
colleges and private providers, but is nevertheless an important part of the delivery of TAFE programs in this 
State.  Therefore, the review quite rightly considered the relationship of the Curtin VTEC and the TAFE 
structure in this State.  A total of 126 submissions were received by the review which was chaired by the 
member for Riverton.  It was good to receive wide interest in the review of what is a very good state training 
system.  The Government believes that there is room for improvement and that on the whole the report is a good 
one.  However, that does not mean that I am committed to support the review’s every recommendation.   

Following the presentation of the report in November 2001, the Government went into consultation on the 
recommendations across the State.  The member for Riverton went to Port Hedland, Karratha and Kalgoorlie and 
met with interested groups.  I understand that a public meeting was held in Kalgoorlie on 30 January at which 
important feedback was received not only about the review but also about recommendation 17, the 
recommendation giving rise to the member for Kalgoorlie’s grievance.  He has put on record his clear opposition 
to that proposal.   

Mr McRae:  More than 70 people were present at the meeting in Kalgoorlie.  Also present via video link were 
Senator Peter Cook and the members for Eyre and Roe.  I was not able to have a direct conversation with the 
member for Kalgoorlie because he did not front up.   

Mr KOBELKE:  I thank the member for his interjection and for the excellent work he and his committee carried 
out in bringing that report together.   

The member for Kalgoorlie has quite rightly used the opportunity of a grievance and I thank him for that.  
However, when it comes to the substance of the matter, he is a bit behind the game.  The member for Eyre has 
submitted a written statement outlining his position - he holds a similar view on recommendation 17 to that of 
the member for Kalgoorlie - and he has also spoken to me personally suggesting that the Government should not 
accept recommendation 17.  I thank the member for Eyre for his active interest in this matter and the 
representations he has made both in writing and verbally.  I also thank the member for Eyre who is a bit late in 
catching up with the game, but he has clearly brought this issue before the Parliament as he should.   

Several members interjected.   

Mr KOBELKE:  I must correct what I just said because it is the member for Kalgoorlie who is late in catching 
up with the game!   

Mr Barnett interjected.   

Mr KOBELKE:  Some people, like hollow vessels, make a lot of noise and one gets a bit confused by them.  The 
Leader of the Opposition knows exactly what I mean.   

The Government asked for public submissions on the report and they closed on 15 February 2002.  I am having 
discussions with the chairman of that review who has also been involved in assembling the public’s response.  I 
am thankful to him and to the many people who took the time and effort to provide us with their views.  After 
considering the public submissions I will determine a position and take that position to Cabinet.  Cabinet will 
then make a decision on all the recommendations.  The general thrust across the whole report is a positive one 
and it is a way of taking training forward.  However, the Government is not committed to implementing any of 
the recommendations.  I will not short-circuit the proper process of giving full consideration to all the 
submissions before I publicly declare the Government’s position on the recommendations.  It is not appropriate 
that I short-circuit the process of proper consideration.  I am mindful of the member for Eyre’s strong 
representation and the representation now made by the member for Kalgoorlie, which seems to have strong 
support from the people of Kalgoorlie.  The Government will certainly consider that seriously and take heed of 
the recommendations made by the people of Kalgoorlie.   

Mr Barnett:  It would be foolish to change the system because Kalgoorlie - and the relatively small-sized 
Esperance - have the best regional education for secondary and transition-to-tertiary students of any regional 
centre in the State.   

Mr KOBELKE:  I accept the Leader of the Opposition’s interjection.  However, the other point that must be 
made is that Kalgoorlie, being a large regional centre but also somewhat distant from Perth, has a range of social 
and educational issues.  Children are often sent to Perth, or families relocate to Perth, because of their 
educational needs.  We must ensure that we have the highest possible standards in both education and training in 
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Kalgoorlie so that less pressure is placed on parents and children.  We will not eliminate that pressure but we can 
certainly reduce it.  I have been to the Curtin and TAFE campuses in Esperance and Kalgoorlie; in fact, I have 
been to the Kalgoorlie campus three times in the past 12 months.  Therefore, I am aware of local concerns and 
issues.  We have high standards of education at the primary, secondary, TAFE and university levels.  However, 
challenges are still to be met and we can do better.  Indeed, the whole point of this review was to establish how 
training across Western Australia could be improved.  The review process and the period of public comment 
reflect the Government’s desire to maximise the level of consultation about these changes.  I have been 
especially heartened by the enthusiastic participation of both industry and the community in this consultation 
process.  This enthusiasm clearly reflects the central role of training that TAFE plays in this State.  
 


